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Hope Initiative meeting tonight 
at library
Hope Initiative's first meeting of 2014 is at 6:30 
p.m. tonight in the New Castle Henry County 
Public Library, 376 S. 15th St.

Mayor Greg York has been invited to come share 
city plans. Particpants will continue conversation 
started in November about area food pantries. Jeff 
Ray and Rex Peckinpaugh will be present to share 
progress and answer questions about the bike 
path and sidewalk project.

The public may attend, Cathy Hamilton, executive 
director, said.
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City on path to add walks, bike paths
By SARA GEER
sgeer@thecouriertimes.com

It's official - the City of New Castle is on its way 
to becoming a bicycle-friendly community.

An advisory committee of 10 city officials and 
leaders will meet Friday to discuss plans for 
moving forward to add more bike path and 
sidewalk connections in the city, Jeff Ray, Healthy 
Communities of Henry County trail director, said.

The project originated from suggestions collected 
in the Stellar Grant public forums hosted by Hope 
Initiative in 2012.

The Henry County Community Foundation 
awarded Hope Initiative a $15,000 grant in 
November and the New Castle City Council committed to distribute $20,000 from riverboat gambling 
money to fund the project, he said.

"This is just step one in terms of where to go with this project," Ray said. "We want to make it easier 
for residents to travel in the city. Also, we want to add safer routes to school where sidewalks and 
bike paths are lacking."

Ray said the project's overall vision is to connect sidewalks and bike paths to the existing trail and 
city park system. The project from start to finish will take 21 weeks to complete, with May 19 being 
the proposed end date, he said.

Cathy Hamilton, Hope Initiative director, said she is thankful for the city's funding commitment.

"This is not just a Hope Initiative project, it's a city project," Hamilton said. "It's great to see it move 
forward. We want this to be a plan in action."

The group will be working with engineers from the firm of Butler, Fairman and Seufert of Indianapolis 
to construct a plan. The firm has been involved in constructing the Wilbur Wright Trail.

Jason Griffin of that firm, project manager and landscape architect, said he is excited to work on the 
project to promote a more healthy lifestyle in New Castle. He said the firm has worked on similar 
projects in Jeffersonville and La Porte.

"This is something that I enjoy working on since I have actually lost weight myself when biking more 
to work," Griffin said. "Back when people walked and biked more the obesity levels weren't high. Now 
when cities have lost that push, the levels are back up."

Griffin said his plans include first to analyze existing roadways, landmarks and traffic conditions. Data 
collected then will be placed in an inventory to present in future advisory committee meetings.

"The most important thing however will be to have public involvement since the residents in the 
community know more about New Castle than I ever will," Griffin said. "I look forward to drafting a 
plan that will benefit everyone in the community."

The advisory committee includes City Council members Rex Peckinpaugh and Jimmy Kidd, Mayor 
Greg York, Director of Public Works and Safety Dave Barker, Police Chief Brad Catron, Assistant 
School Superintendent Bo Pheffer and Henry County Health Department Administrator Doug Mathis.

Sara Geer is a staff writer for The Courier-Times.
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NEW CASTLE BIKE & PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING – KICK OFF  

JANUARY 10, 2014 
9:00AM EASTERN TIME 

 
 
 

 
1) SIGN-IN AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
2) REVIEW SCOPE 

 
A. EXISTING FACILITIES 
B. PROPOSED IMPROVMENTS 

 
3) SCHEDULE 

 
4) NEED FOR THE PLAN 

 
5) GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 
6) STAKEHOLDER LIST 

 
7) PUBLIC  INPUT PROCESS 

 
8) INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 

 
9) CONCLUSION 
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN 

NEW CASTLE, IN 

STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS AND AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

9:00am – 10:15am Government Stakeholders 
 
10:30am – 11:45am Private Organizations Stakeholders 
 
1:00pm – 2:15pm Retail, Dining, and Major Employers Stakeholders 
 
 
 
Agenda (Each Meeting) 
 

1) Introductions & Sign In  (5 minutes) 
2) Need for the Plan (15 minutes) 
3) Goals and Objectives (15 minutes) 

a. City’s Goals and Objectives 
b. Stakeholder’s Goals  

4) Group Discussion of Potential Routes  (30minutes) 
a. Community Destination Points 
b. Possible Corridors 
c. Constraints 

5) Closing and Next Steps / Schedule (10 minutes) 
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Jason Griffin

From: Laurie Stonerock <lstonerock@hcmhcares.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2014 5:42 PM
To: Jason Griffin
Subject: Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

Hi, Jason: 
 
Thank you for the presentation at the Library yesterday. I was the gal who had to leave right at 2:15.  I just 
thought it might be helpful for me to e-mail you the information I was trying to zip through while rushing out 
the door.  
 
I am the hospital Director of Wellness at HealthRidge, located at the Forest Ridge Medical Pavilion on Trojan 
Lane.  At Forest Ridge, there are over 100 employees (and contract help), and the out-patient clients we serve 
are numerous.  I would like to see a shared path (bike and walkway) from Forest Ridge to the NCHS and Baker 
Park, as well as from Forest Ridge to SR 3.  As I mentioned, there are many school employees and students who 
walk from the school to Forest Ridge, and many of us who walk from Forest Ridge to the park.  There are also 
many who live and work at the Glen Oaks' Assisted Living facility, directly behind us, who walk to Forest 
Ridge, and would continue to walk on to the park, if it were available.   
 
I am excited to see something of such great magnitude and benefit to our community, become a reality!    I'm 
especially happy that the trails are being designed with the deconditioned population in mind. I honestly believe 
each goal presented yesterday can be met through this great venture. 
 
Thanks for your part in our progress! 
 
 
--  
Laurie Stonerock, MA, CPT 
HCH Director of Wellness 
HealthRidge  
765.521.1216 office 
765.599.3127 fax 
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NEW CASTLE BIKE & PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING – INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS  

MARCH 3, 2014 
8:00AM EASTERN TIME 

 
 
 

 
1) SIGN-IN AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
2) REVIEW SCHEDULE AND PROGRESS 

 
3) PUBLIC INPUT 

 
4) INVENTORY 

 
A. EXSITIG CROSS SECTIONS 

 
5) ANALYSIS 

 
A. OVERALL COMMUNITY 
B. BLOS AND PLOS DATA 
C. BLOS MAP 
D. PLOS MAP 

 
6) CONCLUSION 

 





NEW CASTLE BIKE & PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING – DRAFT PLAN  

APRIL 2, 2014 
8:00AM EASTERN TIME 

 
 
 

 
1) SIGN-IN AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
2) REVIEW SCHEDULE AND PROGRESS 

 
3) RECAP OF ANALYSIS 

 
A. COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 
B. BLOS  
C. PLOS 

 
4) DRAFT PLAN REVIEW 

 
5) CONCLUSION 
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COMMUNITY 
ANALYSIS

• DESTINATIONS

• SR 3 / MEMORIAL AVE IS A 
BARRIER

• CONNECTIONS TO SURROUNDING 
COMMUNITIS

• NARROW RESIDENTAIL STREETS 
AND VERY FEW NORTH & SOUTH 
STREETS

• SEVERAL ABANDONED RR 
CORRIDORS AND RIVER CORRIDOR
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INVENTORY 
LOCATIONS

nc

BICYCLE LEVEL 
OF SERVICE 
(BLOS)

• NATIONALLY USED MEASURE OF 
BICYCLE COMFORT LEVEL BASED 
THE ROADWAY’S GEOMETRY AND 
TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

nc

PEDESTRIAN 
LEVEL OF 
SERVICE (PLOS)

• A WALKER’S PERCEPTIION OF 
COMFORT AND SAFETY

nc nc

bicycle facility types
+  sidewalks
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SHARED LANE
nc

BICYCLE BOULEVARD
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BIKE LANE
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CYCLE TRACK
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SHARED USE PATH
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DRAFT PLAN

nc

DRAFT PLAN PRESENTATION – April 9, 2014
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WHY ARE WE HERE?
TRAITS OF A BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

• Improved Health Benefits
• Economic Development
• Environmental Benefits
• Better Quality of Life for Citizens

• 2011 Study, “Northside Livability Study”
• Currently 13% walk and 3% bike to goods and services
• 17% would consider walking and 13% biking to work or goods and services if there was adequate infrastructure
• 57% of respondents indicated that they did not have sidewalks in front of their house
• 49% of the 43% that had sidewalks indicated they needed to be repaired

nc

WHY ARE WE HERE?
•Health Facts

• In the State of Indiana 30% of Adults and 16% of teenagers are considered obese 
• Sedentary lifestyles on the rise
• In 1969, 48% of children walked to school.  Today that number is down to 13%
• Studies show children that walk or bike to school arrive ready to learn and more focused
• Studies show workers who either walk or bike to work are more productive and more focused

nc

GOALS
• Enhance community connections to neighborhoods, parks, schools, businesses, retail and dining, and government facilities.

• Increase the number of people that exercise daily by providing safe walking and biking experiences for citizens of all ages and
levels of ability.

• Increase the quality of life in the City of New Castle  in an effort to retain current citizens and attract new citizens.

• Increase the number of people walking and bicycling for everyday transportation purposes such as commuting to work, to school and running
errands. 

• Provide guidance and priorities for implementing infrastructure to support walking and bicycling with a broad range of funding and support. 

• Increase eco-tourism in the City of New Castle by attracting people that are looking for recreational activities in the region.

• Increase the quality of life in the City of New Castle  in an effort to retain current citizens and attract new citizens.

• Be ready for future funding opportunities when they present themselves.

• Create regional connections to county facilities and surrounding communities.

• Provide community awareness of motorists sharing the road with cyclists.

nc
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COMMUNITY 
ANALYSIS

• DESTINATIONS

• SR 3 / MEMORIAL AVE IS A 
BARRIER

• CONNECTIONS TO SURROUNDING 
COMMUNITIS

• NARROW RESIDENTAIL STREETS 
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STREETS
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BICYCLE LEVEL 
OF SERVICE 
(BLOS)

• NATIONALLY USED MEASURE OF 
BICYCLE COMFORT LEVEL BASED 
THE ROADWAY’S GEOMETRY AND 
TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

nc

PEDESTRIAN 
LEVEL OF 
SERVICE (PLOS)

• A WALKER’S PERCEPTIION OF 
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BIKE LANE
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CYCLE TRACK
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SHARED USE PATH
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DRAFT PLAN
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IMPROVED CROSSING
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FINAL PRESENTATION – May 19, 2014
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cost estimates

Bike Lanes
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Shared Roadway
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Sidewalks
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Cycle Track
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priority routes
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standards

Marked Parking
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FINAL PRESENTATION – May 19, 2014















 
 




